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THE TIME FOR THE GLORIOUS 2003 NATIONAL UFO CONFERENCE (NUFOC) IS IRAWING NEAR!

We now have a complete schedule for the 40th annual NUFOC, which is to be held,
as we have previously revealed, at the Beverly Garland Hotel in North Hollywood, Calif-
ornia. This glant event will take place on the weekend of September 6th and 7th. We
hope to see many of you there!

Speakers will include internationally-known abductee Travis Walton; Robert Wood
of MJ-12 fame; Local host(ess) Ann Druffel, speaking on her new book "Firestorm", about
the life of Ir. James McDonald; Derrel Sims; DIr. John Miller; Terry Hansen; Brian
Boldman; Rev. Harrison Bailey; Jim Moseley of "Saucer Smear'"; and others.

Unfortunately our efforts to obtain William (Bill) Moore as a speaker have been
in vain. Moore introduced the original group of MJ-12 documents to the world at a NUFOC
conference in 1987, and then retired abruptly from ufology two years later. He  still
keeps in touch with us by mail, fairly regularly.

To learn more about this unique convention, contact Ann Druffel at anndruffel@aol
.com, or write to her at 257 Sycamore Glen, Pasadena, Ca. 91105-1350. Or, phone Linda
Reavely at 818-760-0690 (home) or 818-505-5310 (office).

ECHOS OF THE "PHILADELPHIA EXPERIMENT":

A man named Al Bielek has made something of a living for many years by lecturing
and writing about his claim to be a survivor of the mythical Philadelphia Experiment.
This is the legend of a top secret test in 1943, during World War II, of some sort of
early stealth technology, intended to make a ship invisible. The story has it that a
destroyer called the U.S.S. Eldridge was used for such a test, and at some point during
the experiment +the ship went completely invisible and teleported itself from the Phila-
delphia coast to the Navy yard at Norfolk, Virginia - and then back again.

Bielek's version of events is that he and a half brother named Duncan Cameron Jjump-
ed overboard when things started going heywire on deck, and they landed in the year 1983
- forty years into the future, and on dry land at the Montauk Air Force Base at Montauk,
Long Island, N.Y. What followed was a period of extensive sci-fi sounding adventures
that included everything from time travel to mind control.

In spite of the fantastic nature of these claims, Bielek has many Believers. This
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may change now, as recent research by three civilian investigators has shown that Bie-
lek stole the identity that he claims he had when all these adventures began. The de-
tails are extremely complicated, but the fact is that Bielek's story just doesn't hold
water when carefully scritinized. (The Net version of this research is very long, and
was kindly sent to us by both Kenn Thomas and Tom Benson a few days ago.)

We have met Al Bielek and heard him lecture. In spite of his amazing claims, he
speaks intelligently and seems to be rational. Not so in the case of Carlos Allende
(born Carl Allen), who was a spokesman for the Philadelphia Experiment a generation ago.
Allende, like Bielek, claimed to be a survivor of the U.S.S. Eldridge disaster. It was
he who wrote strange comments in three different handwritings in the famous annotated
edition of one of Morris K. Jessup's UFO books. Therein lies another complex story.

Allende was seldom seen, but corresponded with various ufologists including the
late Gray Barker. Your "Smear" editor happened to be visiting Barker in Clarksburg,
West Virginia one weekend many years ago, when Allende appeared on the scene unannounc-
ed. Barker made a long tape recording of Allende's ravings, and sold same to his saucer
mailing list without cutting Allende in on the proceeds. Carlos Allende was indeed a
madman, from our direct observation of him, and worst of all, he made us pay for his
food & lodging during his brief visit to Clarksburg. (Maybe he wasn't so crazy after
all, come to think of it!) Oh, those were the days'

PHIL XKLASS THROWS IN THE TOWEL ON HIS SKEPTICAL ZINE, CALLED "SUN";
"SUN-SET", AFTER ALL THESE YEARS.

All long-time saucerers have heard of Phillip J. Klass, the arch-skeptic who has
written several anti-UFO books, and who publishes a quarterly newsletter called '"Skep-
tics UFO Newsletter" or "SUN". Although Klass has been in the UFO field since the '60s,
"SUN" was not begun until 1989, when its author became deeply interested in the ufologi-
cal goings-on in Gulf Breegze, Florida, centered around a man named Ed Walters.

Phil did his bit to expose the Walters
story as a hoax, and your "Smear" editor be-
came greatly involved, as well. Walters has
since disappeared completely from the UFO scene,
whereas in our opinion "real" abductees/contact-
ees almost always stay connected with the sub-
ject for the rest of their lives.

For many, many years Klass was a writer
and editor for the prestigious semi-official
publication out of Washington, D.C. called
"Aviation Week and Space Technology'. Since
Klass lived in Washington and mingled with gov-
ernment people there, it is no wonder that many
saucerers have assumed that his anti-UFO views
were part of an official Disinformation Plot.
Klass was thought to be a paid tool of the CIA,
or worse.

In any case, Phil Klass (now 84 yeard old)
has been in failing health for the past several
years, after having been an avid skier and boat
devotee for most of his life. Recently he has
become almost totally bedridden, and has receiv-
ed information for his zine mainly from  the
(cursed) Internet. Thus he has decided, as of
the current Summer 2003 issue, to cease publica-
tion of "SUN". Your editor has been friends with Klass for a long time, though we dif-
fer on many important points. We are therefore truly sorry to see him pass from the
scene. Ufology needs a "Devil", and Klass cheerfully accepted that role!

Klass' last issue closes with a somewhat crytpic remark: '"While I am politically

'neutral', I can not imagine a successful UFO coverup by many U.S. administrations and
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the diverse governments of the world for more than half a century - nor that period
of time without the landing or crash of a single extraterrestrial craft."

We don't quite know what Klass means by '"politically 'neutral'", but we have in-
furiated many in the UFO Field by agreeing with Klass that there is no organized  of-
ficial cover-up (other than bungling & contradictions in policy), and we agree that
there have not been any saucer crashes, at Roswell or anywhere else. However, Klass and
your editor disagree strongly on the question of whether or not there is a genuine UFO
mystery. Klass, as a founding member of the dreaded CSICOP (Committee for the Scientif-
ic Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal), is of the opinion that all saucer cases
(and the paranormal as well) could be explained if only enough information were avail-
able. He thus does not admit to any mysteries at all, other than those being investi-
gated by mainstream science.

Even though they disagreed with him vigorously, many pro-UFO people, such as your
editor, subscribed to "SUN" or received it as an exchange. Klass was/is an excellent
writer, with a good sense of humor. He will certainly be missed.

Phil has told us on the phone that he soon will be moving from Washington, D.C. to
Florida, where he will live somewhere in the vicinity of Cape Kennedy. Perhaps we will
still be able to visit him from time to time, as we have done in the distant past.

NEWS BRIEFIES:

Roswell is far from being the only site of an alleged saucer crash. An incident
sometimes called "the Welsh Roswell" took place in 1974, in the Berwyn Mountains  of
Wales. At 8:30 p.m., on January 23rd of that year, an enormous disc-like craft was
seen to fall from the sky. Dozens of witnesses had phoned the police earlier that eve-
ning after having seen a strange formation of green lights flying erratically. The
impact at 8:30 resulted in an earth tremor that measured 4.5 on the Richter scale, and
was felt in a circle many miles in diameter. In some areas it was strong enough to
shake the foundations of buildings. Police immediately converged on the Berwyn Mount-
ains, expecting to find a crashed passenger Jjet, but Jjust what they did find has never
been divulged, according to a recent newspaper article from Cheshire, England. (This
clipping was printed in the June 2003 issue of Lou Farish's "UFO Newsclipping Service".)

According to the story, a convoy of army trucks made its way to the epicenter of
the crash site, and then the army threw a cordon around the whole area. Even the  po-
lice and crash investigators were kept away. A nurse who lived near the crash site told
reporters that she walked up to one of the dead bodies there, and realized it wasn't
human. As might be expected in this sort of tale, the nurse was Silenced by the military,
and she later "vanished into obscurity", whatever that may mean. Other details in the
article make it clear that there is much exaggeration and speculation here, but there
seems little doubt that an unsolved crash of some sort did indeed take place....

The TV tube continues to be blessed by occasional UFO specials, and we happen to
have caught two fairly recent ones.

The first, on the Si/Fi channel, aired on June 24th, and was called "Tuesday De-
classified - Out of the Blue". Among the topics touched upon were the Phoenix (Arizona)
lights of March 1997; the mysterious "Foo Fighters" of World War II; Roswell (of course),
featuring good old Stanton Friedman and also the late, largely discredited Col. Phillip
Corso; a supposed saucer landing filmed at Edwards Air Force Base many years ago, at-
tested to indirectly by astronaut Gordon Cooper; a UFO which in 1967 hovered near an
alr base in Montana, allegedly disabeling a group of about twenty of our guided missiles
(in that they could not have been launched at that time); A Russian cosmonaut who had

a close UFO sighting while a passenger in a plane; The Bentwaters (RendleSHAM) case
from England in 1980; A videotape of a daylight sighting over England, declared to be
authentic (though we're not sure by whom); The famous Michigan flap of 1966; Major

Donald Keyhoe and his long fight for Congressional hearings, many years ago; the Uni-
versity of Colorado study, where several of the sightings studied were admittedly  un-
explainable, even though their official conclusion ignored this fact; the insignificant
sighting (probably Venus) by former president Jimmy Carter; and finally, the recent semi-
official French UFO report called COMETA, which was favorable toward UFO reality, but
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which has never really been published in the U.S.A., for various non-conspiratorial rea-
sons.

In all, we found this to be a stronger and more rational pro-UFO program than we
usually see, though our esteemed Contributing Editor was less favorably impressed. Dif-
ferent strokes for different folks!

Then on July lst, "Larry King Live" carried a (groan'!) new Roswell show, which
the above-mentioned Karl Pflock didn't bother to watch, as he says he has finally had
enough of Roswell. He did the right thing, because the format of the show was disjoint-
ed and badly organized. There were live interviews, remotes, telephone call-ins, film
footage, etc., all mixed together. Many of the usual suspects were present, including
(groan'!) Glenn Dennis and Walter Haut of the Intermational Museum at Roswell; Julie
Shuster, current director of said Museum; Jesse Marcel Jr; and endless ramblings from
Don Schmitt, who obviously is Julie's favorite researcher.

Dr. Bruce Maccabee appeared briefly on tape, and Dr. William Doleman was heard
from, he being the scientist in charge of the recent archaeological dig at Roswell. It
was a joy to hear Doleman's carefully-worded statements. When asked if the dig, from
which numerous possible anomalies were removed for further study, would eventually pro-
vide more evidence in favor of the Roswell case, Doleman said, in effect, that there is
no evidence so far, i.e., anything discovered would be the first tangible scientific ev-
idence to emerge. Only careful listeners would have picked up Ir. Doleman's Pprecise
meaning. As for Maccabee, his tit part was a throw-away.

Strangely, one interviewee spoke about the Kecksburg, Pennsylvania UFO crash, many
years after Roswell, and having absolutely no connection to it. BEven more strangely, no
mention at all was made of the annual Roswell Festival, which occurred as usual on July
4th weekend. The timing of the show was obviously to promote this event, but thcugh
the Museum was publicized, the festival wasn't!

It occurs to us that it was been a very long time since any pro-Roswell show has
mertioned the now infamous Alien Autopsy Video, which was never definitely proven to be
a blatant hoax (though there was at least one confession), but which is generally taken
to be evidence of nothing. Even Stanton Friedman doesn't believe it. Perhaps Linda
Moulton Cowe does....

Maverick UFO "activist" Larry Bryant has ageain pushed the limits of free speech in
this country. He submitted a paid advertisement to a government-sponsorec weekly news-
paper called the Pentagram, and the ad was rejected. This is not surprising, in view of
the text, which reads in part as follows:

"BLOW THE WHISTLE ON BUSE'S 'GULF OF PERSIA' RESOLUTION: History shcws that pres-
idential lying constitutes an impeachable offense. If Bush has lied to the world about
his No. 1.reason for waging war against Iraq, then he should be impeached...Let's de-

mand that Bush undergo a lie-detector test on this issue.
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Although it has nothing whatever to do with UFOs, Bryant apparently refers to the
fact that clear evidence of "Weapons of Mass Destruction" (WMD) still has not been found
in Iraq. However, we of "Smear" have absolute faith in our beloved president, and we
are sure this evidence will eventually be found, even if it does not yet exist.

We have talked to Larry by phone, and he professes not to fear retaliation for his
bold stance. All we cen say is - he's definitely one of a kind!...

Many of our readers will remember the classic Rerndlesham (Bentwaters; UFO case,
which took place at an important military base in England, back in 1980. As with Ros-
well and many other classic cases, the arguments go on endlessly as to what really hap-
pened. Skeptics have dismissed the series of incidents as merely a misidentification
of a distant lighthouse, but this explanation is inadequate in the opinion of most re-
searchers.

Now, after all these years, a former Air Force military policeman named Kevin
Conde has come forward to say that it was the lights on his patrol car near the forest
that caused the sightings. Conde says that he and another airman shone a  spotlight
covered with red and green lenses through the trees and made weird noises on the car's
loudspeaker. This was done as a prank on a security guard at the nearby Royal Air
Force base. Alr Force personnel who saw and heard this claimed that an unknown object
was transmitting pulsating lights which sent nearby farm animals into a frengy.

Conde goes on to say: "It was fertile ground for a practical joke, and practical
jokes are a tradition among security police. We Jjust drove through the forest flashing
the lights through the fog. It wasn't a UFO, it was a 1979 Plymouth Volare." Conde

claims that he was transfered back to the U.S. shortly after the incident and did not
realize till years later what a sensation he had caused. (We find this very hard to be-
lieve!)

The Rendlesham sightings were very comrlex, and included an object above the
trees that appeared to be a structured craft. The mystery goes on, in spite of this be-
lated confession. (Our thanks to Rob MacGregor for this one.)...

Does anyone out there remember Richard Shaver, author of the legendary Shaver Mys-
tery and inventor of the terms "Dero" and "Tero" - describing malevolent and benevolent
creatures who allegedly live in underground caves? Shaver died many years ago, and his
last home in Summit, Arkansas, plus some of his art work, is now for sale on Ebay. The
seller, an apparently sincere fellow, does not want this bit of history to be lost. The
starting price in the Ebay auction is not given....

From the (cursed) Net we have an item describing what is called "The World's First
Traveling UFO Museum'. Whether or not this is literally true, it is the first such mu-
seum in Turkey, where a very large truck will haul its contents to 55 cities during the
months of July and August of this year.

According to the text, "The Sirius Traveling UFO Museum has the aim of informing
not only Turkish citizens but also millions of tourists coming to Turkey from all over
the world, about the UFO phenomenon. This project will raise public awareness regarding
extraterrestrial life, starting from ancient times up to the present. This will be
done by means of written and visual materials, photographs, documents, video clips,
mcdels, and animations."

We have mentioned this before, but veteran UFO researcher George Fawcett (6C2 Bat-
tleground Road, Lincolnton, N.C. 28092) has asked us to bring it up again: 0ld George
has recently published a book combining two cf his previous reports. The new book sells
for fifteen bucks directly from George. It includes long-range studies of the objective
effects on animals, humans, machines, instruments, and soil samples, as well as the sub-
jective effects on humans who have encountered UFCs...

Gordon Creighton, long-time editor of England's "Flying Saucer Review'", has moved
on to that great Saucer Landing Field in the Sky. He was 9% years old. If we remember

(Continued near the bottom of next page)
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PFlock PTalk / GRAY BARKER LITE
by Karl Pflock, Our Contributing Editor & Fifth Columnist

In the last "Smear" I lamented that the fascinating fannish ufology sideshow 1is
lurching toward its deathbed (confessions encouraged:) Yet there are those merry
pranksters who Jjoyfully carry on, to the chagrin of virtually everyone in the mostly
humorless ranks of Serious Ufology. One such ufological carny is the irrepressible
Timothy Green Beckley, aka '"Mr. UF0'and "Mr. Creepo".

Beckley has been involved in and pusher of, in his words, "what they want" to
UFO fandom since his 1960s teen years, when he was managing editor and advertising man-
ager of '"Smear" ancestor "Saucer News'", and editor-publisher of his own "Interplanetary
News Service". Seemingly always in costume, the former UFO/Fortean/New Age convention
impresario continues to thrive today as a schlock UFO and New Age publishing magnate
(Mr. UFO), soft-to-medium-core slash-and-gore porn producer and star a la Hitchcock
(Mr. Creepo), and sometime wrestling promoter (Mr. Semi-WWF?). As Jim Moseley and I
observed in "Shockingly Close to the Truth.", over the years "Tim has peddled every
outrageous point of view imaginable about UFOs and kindred subjects, even though he
believes very little of it himself - giving them what they want in the tradition of
the late, great Gray Barker.'

A recently recycled and "greatly expanded" example of what with good reason Mr.
UFO thinks many (enough) saucer fiends want is "MJ-12 and the Riddle of Hangar 18: The
New Evidence", semi-written by Beckley (abetted by Sean Casteel) and published by Beck-
ley's own Global Communications (P.O. Box 753, New Brunswick, N.J. 08903 - Price: $30.)
In keeping with the thrifty editorial approach used to grind out earlier editions ('81,
*83, '85, '88, and '89), this one was updated by stapling on about 50 additional pages
and wrapping the result in a new cover, featuring what looks like a badly hung-over,
somewhat pissed, lipstick-wearing alien (no easy trick with no lips!)

The new pages present an "exclusive interview" with bogus MJ-12 documents promot-
er Ryan Wood, and facsimile examples of these documents created - uh, excuse me, sup-
plied - by California rent-a-cop Tim Cooper. (See my "Roswell: Inconvenient Facts and
the Will to Believe" for the real Cooper scoop.) At last this scam has found its ideal
venue.

Most of the recycled balance of the book is taken up by accounts of famous and
not-so-famous crashed-saucer yarns, from hoary old Aztec through Jim Moseley's own Wrong
Field Story and the delusions of Robert Spencer Carr, to the inevitable Roswell. Most
of these '"special reports" are cribbed - uh, reprinted - from the works of others. The
best stuff was penned by Gray Barker, with a few Beckleyian introductory lines  pasted
on. Marvel at the incredible, infamous Tomato Man photos - actually showing the horri-
bly burned body of an unfortunate earthly aviator - that don't tell anyone and spoil the
fun. Gasp at Barbara Hudson's account of the Great Central Park UFO Shootdown and Mil-
itary Hush-Up - which back in the '60s was a mere landing (see "Shockingly..!) Gaze in
wonder upon the Alien Glove, marked "large" - in English, not Reticulian. And that's
not all, ladies and gentlemen!...

We'll let Tim Beckley have the last word, from his inscription to Jim Moseley in
our review copy: ''There must be something to MJ-12 - look at the size of this book."

(Continued from bottom of Page Five)

correctly, "Review" was founded back in 1955 (one year after our beloved "Saucer News"),
under a different editor. We did not know Creighton, but we're sorry to see him go...

Our old friend Robert Anton Wiison, whom we have long known via "snail mail" but
never actually met, continues to get old disgracefully - as most of us do. He is the
subject of an excellent new documentary film, based on interviews, called "Maybe Logic:
The Lives and Ideas of Robert Anton Wilson". Wilson was a contemporary and close friend
of the late Timothy Leary, and even today he uses marijuana brownies to relieve the pain
of polio. - Of all the many messages in his many books, perhaps the greatest is toler-
ence - even suggesting we replace the English word "is" with "maybe'". Wilson has been
a consistent critic of the dreaded CSICOP organization for this reason!
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LETTRES T O Y E CLTE EDITCR:

JOHN ZUPANSIC, one of the editors of FATE Magazine, writes as follows:

"I thought you would find the enclosecd little nugget of news highly entertaining.
It seems that Erik Eeckjord is selling a 'first generation print from the Patterson-
Grimlin Bigfoot Film' for a cool million dollars on the (cursed!) Net. Why someone so
clearly devoted to the big hairy beast wculd part with such a rare piece of memorabil-
ia 1is confusing to me. The only logical conclusion I car come up with 1is that he 1is
still trying to pay off all those attorneys' fees from the ccpious amount of litiga-
tion he has involved himself in over the years.

"Keep up the good work, Commander:

KENN THOMAS of Steamshovel Press (P.0O. Box 210553, St. Louis, Mo. 63121) writes:

"...Surely you don't believe that they can't find Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMDs) in Iraq because of incompetence! I am a bit surprised that they haven't planted
any yet, but then again, why should they bother? The war is over!

"As for Roswell, read the article by Jim Martin in the new issue of Steamshovel
Press, and tell me that we haven't at least said something new about it. I think Jim
found the smoking gun for the existence of MJ-12, and it has very little to do with
Stanton Friedman. (By the way, he's not alone in having a financial interest; witness
every other cover of 'Skeptical Inquirer' with a gray alien on it!) And the idea that
interest in Roswell trailed off after the late 1940s, until Friedman and crew revived
it, is belied by the fact that Wilhelm Reich went there looking for aliens in 1955. So
the history of the thing doesn't stop with the Mogul balloon. You know I did a book on
the Maury Island UFO case, right? Did I send you one of those?..."

We'd love to see the Maury Island book. We differ with Thcmas & Martin on many points
about Roswell, but if you really enjoy conspiracy, you'll love Steamshovel Press'. - Ed.

Dreaded skeptic MICHAEL TENNETT writes:

"Your July 5th 'Smear' was yet another good issue. I was surprised you didn't
take the opportunity to alter the photo on the back page, so that Jasmin was holding a
copy of 'Shockingly Close to the Truth!' But then that might indicate you were desper-
ate for book sales: Kidding aside, do the Roswell supporters really think that using
Jasmin will add credibility to their case??...

"I'd 1like to thank you for sending me the 'Fortean Times' review of the book
titled 'Twin Telepathy' by Guy Playfair. If some of the key issues raised by the took
are accurate, this might be viewed as support for your 3-D Theory ( = guess) re UFOs.
1 strongly suspect that Playfair does not live up to his name and that the data is not
consistent with the theme of the book. With that said, I feel it fair for me to reply
by sharing a couple of articles that have recently come across my desk that support a
mcre complex and prosaic view of our world, i.e., how many factors, some in conjunc-
tion and some individually, can produce seemingly inexpliceble phenomena...

"I share your fascination with the UFO phenomenon anéd I hope you'll not take this
letter as criticism of your bizarre 3-D 'Theory', but as a sharing of ideas, so that
we may better view not only individual events but the 'big picture' as well."

There is nothing bizarre about a 3-D theory. Michael must be referring to our tongue-
in-cheek "33-D Theory", purporting to be a fair compromise between 3-D and 4-D. - Ed.

Our olde friend CHRISTCPHER KOTH writes as follows:

"...I've begun going to the local (Milwaukee, Wi.) UFO-group meetings again. They
are small but enthusiastic. Heidi Hollis, a young contactee and author of a book on a
secret war between gocd and bad aliens, is a kind of rallying figure for this group.
She remarks that her viewpoint thet there are gocd aliens out there keeps her off the
lecture circuits controlled by the aliens-are-bad orthodoxy...

"Re twin telepathy, I don't tlame the young twins' mother for keeping a close
watch on this strange visitor ( = you). It would be interesting to see if other para-
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normal investigators have come across the phenomenon of anomalously low numbers of hits
as a result of people trying unconsciously or consciously to foil the investigation.
I've noticed a similar scene in my neighborhood, incidentally: A suspiciously low num-
ber of UFO sightings - in fact none at all. Nothing could explain it except that the
aliens must be deliberately concealing themselves...."

Chris refers to the fact that the twin girls we tested guessed no cards right at all,
in the short test we gave them. This is contrary to the laws of chance. - Editor.
BRIAN PARKS of California, a devotee of Roswell, MJ-12, etc., writes:

"Another MJ-12 update to annoy! It turns out that on December 8th, 1950 (two days
after the so-called Texas/Mexico UFO crash in EIB), Truman met with MJ-12 members Gen.

Bedell Smith and Adm. Sydney Souers, along with NSC James Lay, 'off the record'.  Adm.
Souers resigned from the NSC in January 1950, but remained as a 'special consultant to
the Executive on security matters'. More such 'off the record' meetings occurred be-

tween these three later during the Truman administration.

"Concerning the sad state of 'Saucerdom' as expressed by Pflock in the July 5th
'Smear', I have consulted with the late, great detective Charlie Chan. He replied, and
I quote: 'Ufology is like a three bowl chili lunch - make a big stink after awhile.'"

CAROL HONEY, who many years ago was a co-worker of the late George Adamski (till
the two had a falling out), writes as follows:

"...I am apparently being 'blackballed' by various so-called UFO investigating
groups because I continue to expose obvious deceptions 1like Al Bielek and his Phila-
delphia Experiment claims. One big group in Florida (FURST) calls me another Phil Klass
because I do not accept anyone's claim without proof of some sort.

"Anyway, I enjoyed your book. I hope it sells better than mine, which doesn't
take much."

BRIEF BOOK REVIEW:

Cleveland researcher Rick Hilberg's latest claim to
fame is a 32-page softcover effort titled "A Gray  Barker
Reader". This is another in his endless series of soft-
cover booklets delving into ufology's colorful past, and
it is available at: 377 Race St., Berea, Ohio 44017. As
usual the price is eight dollars.

There is a brief introduction, and illustrations on
the front and back covers. Other than that, the book con- RICK HILBERG
sists only of the slightly edited text of Gray's columns
in Ray Palmer's newsstand magazine called "Flying Saucers'". The column was called, ap-
propriately enough, "Chasing the Flying Saucers'. The book includes only the first five
of these articles, from 1957 and 1958. As always, Hilberg deliberately fails to make
a separation space between the end of one column and the beginning of the next, thus
making the text a little harder to read than need be!

"Flying Saucers" magazine is long defunct; Ray Palmer and Gray Barker are  now
long gone and nearly forgotten, sadly. Your "Smear" editor knew Palmer slightly, and
found him to be a surprisingly intelligent man. As for Barker, old-time ufologists
know that he and your editor were close friends for over thirty years. We always used
to read Gray's own "Saucerian' magazine, but we never read much of his work in "Flying
Saucers" till now.

Hilberg correctly states that Barker wes '"probably one of the finest writers that
the UFO field would ever see", and that he was "an important pioneer of the UFO move-
ment". Barker believed little if anything of what he wrote, but he loved to indulge in
what he called "purple prose" - of which his book "The Silver Bridge" is probably the
finest example.

It's well worth eight bucks to go back in time, to see what the UFO field was real-
ly like in those early days.




